
How To Tie A Bow Tie – Step By Step Instructions

Step 1. Adjust the bow tie to the right size before putting it around your neck.  Unlike standard 
long neckties, bow ties need to fit the width of the neck exactly.

Step 2. Put the end on the left over the end on the right so that both ends cross at the narrow 
area behind the oval curve.

Step 3.Take the left end through the through the loop now surrounding your neck, and pull 
both ends to make a loose, simple knot.

Step 4. Take the end now on the left in both hands and fold it to the right in the middle of the 
oval.

Step 5. Hold the folded end in the thumb and forefinger of your left hand.

Step 6. Take the right end and place it exactly in the middle of the left end, which is held in 
your left hand, so that the right end hangs down over the knot. Hold both ends with the thumb 
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and forefinger of your left hand.

Step 7. Now Pass the right end of the bow under and around the folded left end of the bow. 
You now have a loop.

Step 8. Take the right end around the folded left end again and pass it to the left through the 
loop you have made- preferably folding the part of the bow on the right first.  Press the part on 
the right with your thumb and fold it at the same time.

Step 9. Push the folded right end far enough through to stay in place.  Now let go with both 
hands , and you will see the final form of the bow materializing.   

Step 10. Hold the part of the bow on the right firmly in your right hand , and using your left 
hand take the end of the bow that is already half way through by the fold in it and pull 
carefully.  Now you will see the reason for the curved shape of the bow tie in its untied state.

Step 11. To adjust the bow, take the ends lying opposite each other – the two open ends and 
the two folded ends – and pull carefully until the bow is firmly tied.  

Step 12. The finished bow will look slightly different every time, but but at least the fact that it 
may not be perfect shows everyone that you tied it yourself.  But always make sure that in the 
first step you place the left end over the right end, or the operation will not work.

For more information on men's clothing visit www.seanmckeeclothiers.com

http://www.seanmckeeclothiers.com/

